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Grade 11 Masses   
The Johannesburg Masses were 
celebrated on Wednesday 20 and 
Thursday 21 May 2015 at the Cathedral 
of Christ the King.  Fr Sebastian Rossouw 
OMI was the celebrant for the Masses.  
Dean Spiller from St Benedict’s College 
and Pauline Penny from St Dominic’s 
School for Girls were responsible for the 
music with St Dominic’s girls playing the 
marimbas. Approximately 900 learners 
attended each day.  All perishable food 
collected was distributed to the Mercy 
Sisters’ Shelter, Wits Hospice and the 
Cathedral Soup kitchen. An After Mass 
Activity was arranged in the hall for all 
the Grade 11 learners after each Mass, 
which they thoroughly enjoyed.   
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This year, Grade 7 learners celebrated a Para-Liturgy instead of a Mass at CBC Pretoria 
and about 500 learners attended. They were divided into groups of 12 and introduced 
themselves to everyone. They participated in activities, shared a meal and thoroughly 
enjoyed the day together.
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Grade 7 Para-Liturgy

 After-Mass Activity



2015 St Jerome’s Bible Quiz
This annual Bible Quiz was enjoyed by all. 
Thank you to all for the work that went 
into making it the success that it was - 
we received many positive comments. 
Some of the children have been part of 
the quiz for many 
years now, one or 
two have been in for 
about 5 years! The 
Dominican Convent 
Belgravia team even 
had some Grade 3 
children in it!

Thanks to Chris Reed 
for once again being 
the Quiz Master 
for both the Primary and High School 
Quiz. Our thanks to Assumption for 
hosting the Quiz in their new hall and 
for the certi�cates.  A special thanks to 
the Knights of Da Gama of Benoni, who 
provided the prizes for First and Second 
places, and the Knights of Da Gama of 
Boksburg who provided the Third prizes.  
Without this help, there would not be any 
prizes at all.

High School Results

1. St Benedict’s College Team 1

2. Assumption Convent Team 1

3. Assumption Convent Team 2

Junior Quiz   
The Primary School Bible Quiz held at 
the Assumption Convent on 29 May 
2015 was very well attended with 
enthusiastic teams ready to answer the 
questions. The School Hall was abuzz 
with eager young minds holding up 
their white boards with expectation 
and hope that their responses were 
correct!  An exciting morning was had 
by all – learners, teachers and parents 
alike and the scores re�ected the closely 
contested event – a tie for the �rst place! 

Primary School Results
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1.  St Catherine’s Germiston Team 1  & Veritas Team 1

2.  Emaromeni Primary Team 2 & St Catherine’s 
Germiston Team 2

3.  Assumption Convent Team 1, CBC Boksburg Team 
1 and St Benedict’s College Team 1



CELEBRATING CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS SUNDAY 
Catholic Schools Sunday (CSS) was 
celebrated on Sunday 17 May, which 
was also the Solemnity of the Ascension 
of Our Lord. Our theme this year was 
“Catholic Schools Celebrating our 
Founders.” 

It was an opportunity for schools to unite 
to promote Catholic Education, work 
with the parishes to which our learners 
belong and participate in the weekend 
Masses, showcasing unique aspects such 
as the choir with proud representatives 
neatly dressed in school uniform.    

This was the fourth year in which our 
Catholic Schools celebrated Catholic 
Schools Week. Most schools celebrated 
it in a meaningful manner with the focus 
being on the Catholic School community, 
the exploration of aspects of Catholic 
faith, the encouragement of an enquiring 
approach towards Catholicism by 
learners of all faiths and the development 
of relationships between the school and 
the parish.   

Eight thousand �yers (including contact 
details of all the schools) were printed 
for Johannesburg and �ve thousand for 
Pretoria and handed to the schools.  A 
generic speech to be read at all Parish 
Masses was also handed out. Some of our 
Inter–School events fell within this week, 
namely
1 Grade 11 Masses in Johannesburg, 
1 Grade 7 Liturgy coordinated by CBC 

Pretoria
1 High School Arts Festival 
1 Foundation Phase Sports Festival in 

Pretoria 
A special event was held at St Benedict’s 
College on Wednesday 20 May to 
celebrate the Founders of St Benedict’s 
College, Holy Rosary and Assumption 
Convent. Students from each of these 
schools did a presentation on the 
Founder of their school including the 
early years of the school’s history – it was 
most informative. 

Schools were asked to prepare a 
programme of activities for the week 
and some have sent their reports with 
accompanying photographs. 

A popular activity was to arrange special 
teas for grandparents, support sta� and 
domestic workers. The focus was on:   

1 Celebrating being a Catholic School 
Community  

1 Exploring aspects of Catholic faith

1 Encouraging an enquiring approach 
towards Catholicism 

1 Integrating the School and the Parish

1 Celebrating the diversity within our 
Catholic Schools and Network 

Catholic Schools Week is an excellent 
way for our schools to demonstrate 
the bene�ts of a faith and values based 
Catholic education in contemporary 
society.  Each year we are amazed at the 
enthusiasm and spirit of our schools as 
they embrace this special celebration in 
the Catholic Schools calendar. 
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 Mother Rose Niland
Newcastle Dominican

Holy Family College

St Benedict’s College

McAuley House
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Catholic Schools Week Activities

“Catholic Schools Celebrating our 

Founders.”

Fr Mahlangu 
at Malvern 

Parish

Iona Convent (Pretoria)

Brescia Hous
e St Catherine’s Primary School (Pamper boxes)

St Theresa’s 
Convent School 
Coronationville



CLUSTER MEETING FOR 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
TEACHERS IN VARIOUS REGIONS
On 15 and 16 April 2015, the South/West 
areas of Johannesburg Catholic Schools 
held their High and Primary School 
Cluster Meetings at La Salle College, 
Discovery.  

Creative ideas on the curriculum were 
shared at the High School Meeting.  
The Primary School meeting was 
well attended and teachers entered 
enthusiastically into discussions about 
the need for sharing lesson plans and 
ideas on implementing the Lifebound 
programme.  The second Cluster for High 
Schools has been arranged for 28 July 
2015 and will be hosted by St Catherine’s, 
Florida with a meeting for the Primary 
Schools to follow.

The schools in the North/Central Cluster met on 10 June, 2015 at McAuley House 
School and 5 schools were represented.  Again many creative ideas and suggestions 
for RE lessons were discussed and shared with lively input by the teachers.

The East Cluster meeting is still to be arranged and will be held shortly.  As these schools 
are both three and four term schools, suggested dates will be sent to the schools to 
�nalise a possible time and date for the meeting.

Teachers attending these meetings were eager to share resources and ideas on the 
various sections of the RE Curriculum and expressed their interest in the Cluster 
meetings as important platforms for the exchange of information.

Principals’ Meeting (JHB)
A Principals’ Meeting was held on 19 May 
at Shanahan Park. Professor Nick Rowe 
and Terry Foster presented on the courses 
available at St Augustine’s College and a 
session on “What it means to be a con�ict 
competent leader in SA Schools” was 
presented by Peggy O’Hagan and Gisela 
Rontsch. A question and answer session 
was held by attorney, Mary Jardim (Chair 
of the CSB.)
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Maths, Literacy and 
Reading Programme
The CSO launched the 2015 – 2017 
Maths, Literacy and Reading Programme 
on 17 April with the Principals of seven 
Diocesan Schools in Johannesburg 
– focusing on Grade 4 to 7 teachers 
and HODs. The �rst cycle of planned 
training and school-based support visits 
were outlined. Three days of formation 
were presented by Champa Goolab 
(CIE) from 28 April to 30 April 2015. The 
groups indicated that the activities in 
the formation sessions enabled them 
to work through core concepts in both 
English and Mathematics in teams and 
the Principals and HoDs appreciated the 
opportunity to re�ect on best practice 
and plan with their colleagues. 



Teachers’ Retreat at 
Koinonia Centre 
The Saturday Retreat for Teachers was 
like an oasis in a very busy term of school 
events for all the teachers who attended 
Brother Michael Burke’s guided retreat.  
The day was a kaleidoscope of beautiful 
power point slides for re�ection, quiet personal time in contemplation of nature as 
well as time to enjoy the fellowship of each other’s company over tea and a delicious 
lunch.  The next Teachers’ Retreat will be held on 12 September 2015 at Koinonia 
and will encompass the beauty of Spring in our lives.

Update on CSO Leadership Course 2015
Module 3 and 4 of the course were presented on 22 and 23 May by Graeme Edwards, 
Head of St David’s Preparatory School and Lara Klement, Advancement Manager. 
These modules deal with Strategic and Financial Planning and focus on the following 
elements:  

1 Situational analysis 

1 Process of identifying focus areas

1 Establishing �nancial systems and procedures 

1 Implementation Phase

1 Assessment Phase

Father Russell Pollitt presented a session on the process of 
discernment as a key component of the spirituality of leadership. 
Our thanks to St David’s Marist Inanda for hosting the course over the 
two days. 
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Our  Annual Special Meeting for Schools  was held on 
6 June at Brescia House. 
This year schools were invited to participate in the programme by presenting an 
innovative, interesting or challenging aspect of their school programme.

We were greatly enriched by the sharing and while each school is unique, we 
experienced a unifying spirit of the family of Catholic Schools. Our special thanks 
to the schools who presented: Assumpta Primary, CBC Pretoria, Dominican 
Convent, Loreto Convent Queenswood, St Benedict’s College and St Paulus 
Primary. 

Long Service Awards were presented to an overwhelming number of sta� 
members who have served in Catholic Schools for 20 years or more. A lucky draw 
was held and gift hampers were won by three very excited participants.
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On 20 May Iona 
Convent hosted 
the High School 
Arts Festival
A wonderful morning of 
singing was enjoyed at Iona 
Convent.

This event was attended by 
Loreto Convent and Holy 
Trinity Secondary School.
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Congratulations to 
the St Matthew’s 
U15 Soccer Team on 
coming 1st at the 
Catholic Schools’ 
League.

Some of th
e recipien

ts of Long
 Service 

Certificate
s



School news The highlight of the past few weeks at St 
Dominic’s School was undoubtedly 

the Fun Day. This is hosted 
by the Parent Teacher 

Partnership (PTP) to 
raise funds for various 
projects that bene�t the 
whole school.

On the 24 May, Mary Help of 
Christians Junior Primary 
School celebrated the feast day 
of Mary, our Mother and made 
a special Mother’s Day banner 
for all mothers at their school.

On 6 June 2015, Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer celebrated their Feast Day. St 
Marcellin Champagnat was the Founder 
of the Marist schools worldwide of 
which there are �ve South African Marist 
Schools. He dreamed of making Jesus 
Christ known and loved among children 
and young people. 

Marist Brothers Linmeyer seeks to 
enhance the religious, intellectual, 
physical and social development of 
each student in a family atmosphere 
of Christian love and care, based on a 
heritage of almost 200 years.

Lourdes Primary School visited the 
Lion Park on 12 and 13 May.

Holding the hand that holds the tourism 
industry of  tomorow.

The Gira�e seems to be addressing 
our learners on how they should 
conduct themselves during the tour 
at the Lion park.
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Much loved Holy Rosary sister, and past teacher of Holy Rosary 
School, Sister Brendan, with some of her pupils from the Class of 
1985. Sister Brendan, now in her 90s, has remained an inspiration to 
all those that she has taught.

Holy Rosary School Head Mrs Jacinta Lucas (centre) 
with Mrs Jean Lydall (�rst headgirl) and Mrs Madge 
Handgraaf (�rst pupil) joined the alumni 75th birthday 
celebration at the school on Saturday, 30th May.

‘Come Back, Give Back’ – Charity Dance at De 
La Salle Holy Cross College
On Friday 8 May, De La Salle Holy Cross 
College held their Matric Dance. 

Each year, the following evening the 
beautifully-decorated hall is used for the 
‘Come Back, Give Back’ Dance in aid of 
charity. 

Parents and Past Pupils buy tickets and 
also bring along a blanket to donate to a 
worthy cause. Sister Kieran of the Mercy 
Sisters in Johannesburg, collected the 
blankets from De La Salle Holy Cross 
College – and was overjoyed with the 
amount of blankets donated. 

Sr Kieran (Mercy Sisters’ Shelter) receiving 
the blankets donated.

Assumption Convent’s collection 
of tops and tags has really taken o� 
this year. Together with St Andrew’s 
they have delivered a total of 613kg 
of bottle tops (4 wheelchairs) 
and 51,5kg of bread tags (3.4 
wheelchairs) to recycling plants 
this year. They handed over 2 
wheelchairs to ‘Ma Agnes’ and 
The Epilepsy Foundation.

UPCoMIng EvEnTS
JoHAnnESBUrg
22 July - rE Seminar (St Augustine College)
12 Sep - Bible Quiz (HS)
12 Sep - Spring retreat
15 Sep - Choir Festival (Linder Auditorium)
17 Sep - Choir Festival (Holy rosary)

19 Sep - Bible Quiz (PS)
19 Sep - grade 11 Leadership Day

21 Sep - Sports Leaders Day
22 Sep - Principals’ Meeting
20 oct - Facilitators’ retreat

30 oct - grade 7 Mass
PrETorIA
12 Aug – rE Workshop and rE Coordinators Meeting
15 Aug - Teachers’ Day
20 Aug - Foundation Phase Music 

Festival
21 Aug - Intersen Music Festival
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Catholic

Institute of

Education

CIE in collaboration with Catholic Education, Townsville, 

Australia, presents the seminar

A Way to Peace: Teaching Meditation to Children

John Main says in one of his talks: The wonderful beauty of prayer is that 

the opening of our heart is as natural as the opening of a �ower. To let a 

�ower open and bloom it is only necessary to let it be; so if we simply are, 

if we become and remain still and silent, our heart cannot but be open, 

the spirit cannot but pour through into our whole being. It is for this we 

have been created.

Seminar Schedule

23 Sep  Wed  Pretoria  Denis Adami Hall, Woodlands Drive, Queenswood  
13:00 – 16:00

25 Sep Fri  JHB St Charles Catholic Church, Road No 3, Victory Park  
18:00 – 21:00

26 Sep  Sat JHB  Paulines Cultural Centre, cnr Queen & Cumberland, Kensington 09:00 – 12:00

29 Sep  Tue  JHB  St Augustine College, Ley Road, Victory Park  
14:30 – 16:30

Refreshments will be served half an hour before the start of each event.



CSSC Winter Season 2015

The winter season has provided an 
opportunity for our schools to participate 
in hockey, netball, soccer and cross 
country at a variety of levels. Taking part 
is purely voluntary but it is wonderful 
to have the support and contribution of 
so many schools. This has enabled the 
programme to be extended to cater for 
the regular participation of learners from 
Grade 1 to Matric, a notable achievement. 
Implementing the programme is a 
team e�ort and would not be possible 
without the commitment of many, many 
people. Every event requires community 
involvement from the host school as well 
as the participating schools. The unseen 
time, e�ort and commitment to making 
the programme a success is greatly 
appreciated!

The Foundation Phase soccer and 
netball festival took place at Sacred Heart 
College on a glorious Saturday morning 
at the end of May. There were literally 
hundreds of participants, and more 
hundreds of parent and grandparent 
supporters, as well as siblings. Lots 
of goals were scored. No results were 
recorded at this lively event.

The Primary School events have been 
spread out over the season. Netball 
took place at St Dominic’s School on 
16 May, followed by soccer at Sacred 
Heart College on 23 May, hockey at 
Brescia House on 6 June and cross 
country at La Salle College on 20 June. 
It has been exciting to have so many 
schools attending most of these events, 
ensuring a high level of participation and 
improved standard of performance each 
year. Results were noted at the events but 
not scored on an inter-schools basis in 
order to further encourage participation.

High School events have also been 
spread out over the season and facilitated 
as inter-school tournaments with results 
recorded and announced and, in some 
cases, trophies awarded. 

We started with junior (U14/15) events. 
Hockey took place at St David’s Marist 
Inanda, netball at St Teresa’s School, 
soccer at Sacred Heart College on 
Saturday 9 May and cross country at 
La Salle College on Saturday 20 June. 
Congratulations to the winning schools: 
St David’s Marist Inanda, Holy Rosary 
School, Assumption Convent 
School, Sacred Heart 
College, De La Salle 
Holy Cross College 
and St Matthew’s 
High School.

In the senior 
section, soccer 
took place at 
Sacred Heart 
College and netball 
at Brescia House on 
Saturday 16 May, hockey 
was hosted by De La Salle 
Holy Cross College and Holy Rosary 
School  at the Randburg astro-stadium 
on the weekend of 22 – 23 May and cross 
country took place at La Salle College on 
Saturday 20 June.  

Congratulations to the winning 
schools: St Benedict’s College, Holy 
Rosary School, Assumption Convent 
School, Sacred Heart College, 
Dominican Convent School, De La Salle 
Holy Cross College and St David’s Marist 
Inanda.
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REMINDER – CSSC SCHEDULE

Foundation Phase
1 October Athletics
17 October Tennis 
6 November Swimming
7 November Chess 
Primary School
18 September Athletics
3 October Tennis
31 October Chess
High School
12 September Chess and Golf 
19 September U16 Basketball
29 September Athletics
3 October Tennis

Dates 
to diarise:

Monday 21 Sep
Sports Leaders’ Day 

(Sports sta� and coaches, 
members of SMT)
Friday 30 Oct

CSSC AGM
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